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Smoke Detector Information 
 
Dwelling units, congregate residences and/or guest rooms that are used for sleeping purposes 
shall be provided with smoke detectors. Smoke detectors shall be installed per California 
Building Code, Section 310.9, and in accordance with the manufacturer's installation 
instructions. Detectors shall sound an alarm audible in all sleeping areas of the dwelling unit in 
which they are located. 
 
Smoke detectors and inspections are required: 
1. In new construction, or 
2. When the valuation of an addition, alteration or repair to a house or other residential unit 

exceeds $1,000.00 and a building permit is required, or 
3. When one or more sleeping rooms are added or created in existing residential buildings. 
 
LOCATION OF REQUIRED SMOKE DETECTORS 
• On each story. 
• In basements. 
• In each sleeping room. 
• Where sleeping rooms are on an upper floor, the code requires a smoke detector to be placed 

on the ceiling of the upper level in close proximity to the stairway. 
• Centrally located in the corridor or area giving access to sleeping rooms. 
• Where the ceiling height of a room open to the hallway serving the bedrooms exceeds that of 

the hallway by 24 inches or more, smoke detectors shall be installed in the hallway and in the 
adjacent room. 

 
TYPE OF SMOKE DETECTORS REQUIRED 
In NEW construction: 
• In new construction, smoke detectors shall receive their primary power from the building 

wiring when such wiring is served from a commercial source and shall be equipped with 
battery backup. 

• The detector shall emit a signal when batteries are low. 
• Wiring shall be permanent and without a disconnecting switch other than those required for 

overcurrent protection. 
 

In EXISTING buildings: 
Smoke detectors may be solely battery-operated when: 
• Installed in existing buildings, or 
• In buildings without commercial power, or 
• In buildings which undergo alterations, repairs or additions. 
 
Additional information can be obtained by calling the Building Inspector at (650) 941-7222.  
 


